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In-Depth First Settler Profile:
John Stow (1667) /
Mary (Wetmore) Stow

children) [Compiler’s note: On February 9, 1702/3, Sgt. 
Nathaniel Stow conveyed part of his dwelling house to his 
nephew Nathaniel, son of John Stow, deceased (MLR vol. 2, 
p. 153); on June 14, 1720, Nathaniel Stow and Sarah his wife, 
daughter of William Sumner (MAN vol. 2, p. 393); “Nathaniel 
Stow died May 5, 1727 age 52 yrs” (Hale Collection of Cemetery 
Inscriptions, Middletown, Conn.; McDonough Cemetery, no. 
711-19, p. 636); inventory of his estate taken June 12, 1728 
(MAN vol. 2, p. 585); Sgt. Nathaniel Stow was the nephew of 
Sgt. Nathaniel Stow.]

(5) Mary/Marcy Stow, b. June 7, 1678, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
unknown, Middletown, Conn. [Compiler’s note: BCVR gives 
birth date as June 27, but land records show June 7 (MLR vol. 
1, p. 24); on February 5, 1718/9, “Mary who is deceased and 
left no Issue” (MLR vol. 4, p. 21).]

(6) Hannah Stow, b. August 25, 1680, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
1755, Hartford, Conn.; m. John Benjamin, abt. 1707, Hartford, 
Conn. (4 children) [Compiler’s note: Marriage date based on 
birth of first child on May 30, 1708 (Hartford Vital Records); 
on June 7, 1734, John Benjamin of Hartford with Hannah his 
wife quitclaimed to Lt. Thomas Stow all the “Rights of their 
Grandfather Mr. Stow, and father John Stow, and Mother 
Mary Stow” (MLR vol. 1, p. 187); will of Hannah Benjamin 
dated December 7, 1754 and proved June 3, 1755 (Hale, House 
and Related Families, by Donald Lines Jacobus, 2001, p. 9-10)]

(7) Sarah Stow, b. March 25, 1682/3, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
April 12, 1683, Middletown, Conn. (died young)

(8) Samuel Stow, b. April 30, 1684, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
April 12, 1690, Middletown, Conn. (died young)

(9) Thankful Stow, b. July 15, 1686, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
January 15, 1689, Middletown, Conn. (died young)

(10) Experience Stow, b. September 30, 1688, Middletown, 
Conn.; d. September 29, 1689, Middletown, Conn. (died young)

Residence/Property: On April 23, 1668, eight acres in the west 
field given him for a house lot bounded east on highway west 
on undivided swamp north on Thomas Allin and John Kirby 
and south on John Wetmore; on February 19, 1672, sixty one 
acres in the west quarter; one hundred acres bought of John 
Wilcox in the south west quarter [sold to Samuel Cornwell] 
(MLR vol. 1, p. 67); on January 7, 1678, Thomas Wetmore 
gave “one piece of wett meadow” to his son-in-law John Stow 
(MLR vol. 1, p. 158); on January 8, 1678, John Hall gave five 
acres in the west field to “John Stow With his Now wife mary 
Stow” (MLR vol. 1, p. 157); on February 7, 1678, Capt. Daniel 
Harris to John Stow Senior four acres of bogie meadow at a 
place commonly called Gooses Delight (MLR vol. 1, p. 155); 
on January 26, 1680/1, Thomas Stow bequeathed “to my son 
John Stow” one half of his great lot at Streits Hill [whole lot 
contained two hundred eighty acres] (MAN vol. 1, p. 369); on 
February 11, 1680/1, one hundred twelve acres on the east side 
of the Great River bounded west on the Great River east on 
undivided land north on John Ward and south on William 
Cornwell; on November 9, 1686, ninety three acres bought of 

Name: John Stow

Birth: February 3, 1640/1, Braintree, Mass. (Vital Records of 
Braintree, Massachusetts)

Emigration: Born in Massachusetts Bay Colony; removed to 
Middletown, Conn. before his marriage. (HMC)

Death: October 18, 1688, Middletown, Conn. (BCVR)

Occupation & Public Service: Unknown

Marriage: m. Mary Wetmore, November 13, 1668, 
Middletown, Conn. (b. abt. 1649, Hartford, Conn.; d. 
unknown) She was the daughter of Thomas Wetmore and 
Sarah (Hall) Wetmore of Hartford and Middletown, Conn. 
(SMFSD In-Depth First Settler Profile: Thomas Wetmore) 
[Compiler’s note: On January 7, 1678, Thomas Wetmore 
Senior gave to “John Stow Son to Thomas Stow his Wife Now 
Liuing With him mary Stow Daughter to the sd Thomas 
Wetmore” (MLR vol. 1, p. 158); on February 22, 1721/2, Mary 
Stow referred to her honored father Thomas Wetmore, 
deceased (MLR vol. 2, p. 468).]

Parents: Thomas Stow (1615-1684) & Mary Griggs (abt. 1618-
1680) m. December 4, 1639, Roxbury, Mass. (Torrey's New 
England Marriages Prior to 1700); Thomas Stow moved to 
Concord, Mass. about 1648 and to Middletown, Conn. about 
1669. (MUH) 

Children: (BCVR; MLR vol. 1, p. 24)

(1)  John Stow, b. October 10, 1669, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
April 10, 1671, Middletown, Conn. (died young “by drowning 
in a well”) .

(2)  John Stow, b. March 3, 1671/2, Middletown, Conn.; d. 
1722, Middletown, Conn.; m. Bathshabe How, May 1698, 
Middletown, Conn. (6 children) [Compiler’s note: Inventory of 
his estate taken March 28, 1722 (MAN vol. 2, p. 439-440).]

(3) Lieutenant Thomas Stow, b. April 10, 1674, Middletown, 
Conn.; d. January 23, 1765, Middletown, Conn.; m.(1)  
Rebecka Bow, February 1700/01, Middletown, Conn. (4 
children). [Compiler’s note: On June 7, 1734, Lt. Thomas Stow 
quitclaimed land belonging to “father John Stow, and Mother 
Mary Stow” (MLR vol. 1, p. 187); “Thomas Stow Junr son of 
John Stow Senr of Midletown” (MLR vol. 1, p. 102); “Lieut 
Thomas Stow Died Janry 23d 1765. Aged 90 years Last April” 
(MLR vol. 1, p. 22); referred to as Thomas Stow Junior to 
distinguish him from his uncle Thomas Stow, son of Thomas 
Stow.] 

(4) Sergeant Nathaniel Stow, b. February 22, 1675, 
Middletown, Conn.; d. May 5, 1727, Middletown, Conn.; m. 
Sarah Sumner, February 11, 1702/3, Middletown, Conn. (11 
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